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prisoners. "In short, Dr. Putnam was for a
generation the backbone of social work in Bos-
ton" (Lee,#<Mf, p. 742).

In 1889 he was married to Lucy Washburn,
daughter of William and Susan Tucker Wash-
burn ; there were three children, one son being
a physician. He was a member of numerous
medical societies and of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences. As a practitioner, espe-
cially in pediatrics, he was greatly loved; his
work in the field of social medicine made him
one of the outstanding medical figures of his
generation. Completely unselfish and endowed
with great sympathy and a fertile mind, he helped
to establish a new era in social medicine in
America.

[The best account of Putnam is the notice by Joseph
Lee in the Boston Medic, and Surgic. Jotir.^ May 7,
1914. Other sources Include: Boston Transcript, Apr.
22, 23, 1914; Proc. Am. Acad. Arts and Set., vol. LI
(1916) ; information from the family.]          H. R. V.

PUTNAM, EBEN (Oct. 10, i868-Jan. 22,
1933), historian, genealogist, editor, publisher,
and soldier, was born in Salem, Mass., son of
Frederic Ward [q.vJ] and Adelaide Martha
(Edmands) Putnam. His father was an emi-
nent anthropologist. Although the son assisted
his father in scientific investigation, he began
his career in 1885 '1TL a Boston banking and brok-
erage house. From 1890 to 1894 he managed
the historic Salem Press with which he re-
mained connected until 1907. He became widely
known as an editor and publisher, and as a writ-
er on historic and genealogical topics. For many
years he carried on extensive researches in the
United States and England, being recognized as
one of the leading authorities in genealogy. He
served for a time as treasurer and a director of
a Boston investment house of which his son,
Frederic L. Putnam, was the head, likewise
holding directorships in various public utility
corporations. Early becoming a member of the
Salem Light Infantry Veteran Corps, he was
subsequently one of the petitioners for the es-
tablishment of the Massachusetts Naval Brig-
ade, the first state naval militia to be organized.
At the outbreak of the World War he attended
camp at Plattsburg, N. Y., was commissioned a
captain in the Quartermaster Corps, and served
overseas in that branch of the army, with head-
quarters at Nantes. After the war he was com-
missioned major in the Quartermaster Reserve
Corps, and in 1927 he was made a lieutenant-
colonel. On the organization of the American
Legion he entered actively into its affairs. He
became historian of his local post (Wellesley,
Mass.) and of the Department of Massachusetts,
and from 1920 to his death he was national his-
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torian. He was interested in the erection of the
national archives building in Washington, serv-
ing on the commission on national archives of
the American Historical Association (1919-29),
and received in 1932 the thanks of the national
convention of the American Legion for his en-
deavors.

Putnam's published contributions to history
and genealogy were notable. He was author of
A History of the Putnam Family in England
and America (2 vols., 1891-1908) ; The Putnam
Lineage (1907); Lieutenant Joshua Hewes, A
New England Pioneer (1913) ; Military and
Naval Annals of Danuers (1914); and The
Holden Genealogy (1923). He assisted in the
preparation of genealogies of the Osgood, Con-
verse, and Bixby families. At different times he
edited periodicals of genealogical and antiquar-
ian interest, most important among them being
the Genealogical Magazine (originally the Salem
Press Historical and Genealogical Record and
issued by Putnam under a succession of titles),
which he conducted from 1890 to 1917. As com-
piler and editor of the Report of the Commission
on Massachusetts3 Part in the World War. (2
vols., 1929-31), he accomplished an important
task with distinction. His lesser works includ-
ed articles descriptive of British and American
archives, and various reports. He was a mem-
ber and officer of many military, historic, and
patriotic organizations, some of which he
founded. His death occurred at his home in
Wellesley Farms, Mass., from the effects of in-
fluenza and pneumonia contracted shortly after
the armistice. In 1890 he had married Florence
Tucker, daughter of Frank and Elizabeth
(Joyce) Tucker of Bath, Me., by whom he had
three children. To the American Legion "he not
only proved to be a wise counsellor, but also
protested courageously against proposals which
he believed to be detrimental to the best interests
of the organization," wrote Professor Claude M.
Fuess. "It might be said of him . . . that he
rounded out a life of useful work, sacrificing his
own interests for those of Commonwealth and
country, and retaining the affection and respect
of those who knew him."

[Who's Who in America, 1932-33 ; Putnam's The
Putnam Lineage (1907) ; obituary articles in Boston
Herald^ and Boston Transcript, Jan. 23, 1933; and an
appreciation by C. M. Fuess in the Boston Transcript,
Jan, 25, 1933-]                                          W..M.E.

PUTNAM, FREDERIC WARD (Apr. 16,
i839-Aug. 14, 1915), archeologist, naturalist,
museum administrator, and university professor,
was born in Salem, Mass. His father, Ebenezer
Putnam, as well as his grandfather and great-
grandfather of that name, were all graduates of
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